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All of these books used primary sources found in Archives
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Doing research using archives is like assembling a jigsaw puzzle



What are “archives”?

The word “archives” can refer to a collection of
historical records, as well as the place they are
located (“The Archives”). Archival records are
primary source documents that have accumulated
over the course of an individual’s or an
organization's lifetime.

A document becomes “archival” when it is

selected for permanent or long-term preservation
because of its enduring cultural, historical, or
evidentiary value. Archival documents are normally
unpublished and almost always unigue, unlike
books or magazines for which many identical
copies exist. Some archival documents are on
paper, but they can also be photographs,
recordings, and other media. Let’'s see some
examples...
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An old map is a primary resource document




snall endeavour to the bent af

my ability, to justify the trust
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you paeve placed in me. I feal
conf'ident that with the close
cooperation and wholehssartad
support of all our devoted
members, all working together
as o team, wa will continus to
add to the glory and stature of

Gur wonderful chapter.”

A scrapbook can be a source of
historical information
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The Joseph family newsletter describes their life in Montreal in 1841
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Diaries donated to Archives can also tell how life was lived in the
past and how individuals reacted to local and world events.




Montreal businessman, diplomat
and Zionist leader Clarence de Sola
(1858-1920) wrote in his journals
about Jewish and secular Montreal
life, as well as world affairs.



The last year of Clarence de Sola’s diary
depicts a rapidly modernizing world...

Saturday, 6" September 1919:

“The monument erected on Fletcher’s
Field in this city to Sir George Etienne
Cartier was unveiled this afternoon by the
Governor General, the Duke of
Devonshire — the actual act of unveiling
was performed by King George V who
was at Balmoral Castle Scotland today. An
electrical connection by cable was made,
between Balmoral and Montreal, and
connected with the British flag which
veiled the figure of Cartier, and at a
certain agreed-upon moment the King
pressed a button which sent an electric
current to the monument and caused the
flag which veiled it to fall and reveal the
monument.”’

: /
GRS T e
. 7’”"3?&.:}\.

Credit : © David Giral, 2010 (detail)
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Minutes of meetings are important primary sources for historians.
Many of our early 20th century minute books are written in Yiddish.
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History can be reflected in a sermon: Rabbi de Sola of the Spanish and
Portuguese congregation speaks of a Montreal cholera epidemic in 1850




FHE GAZETTE. MO!
MONDAY. MARCH 17. 1™

DAN T0 BEERSHEBA
A5 TSRAEL'S HOME

First Camadian Jewish Con-
gress Heard Detalis of
Peace Conference Scheme

A.DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS

Moses and Isajiah Making In.
fluenoce Felt at Peace Ta.
ble, Said Rabbi-—Lan-

guage Question

—————

The firet Canadian Jewigh Con-
~ase which openied yesterday after-
noon in the Monument National un-
der the presidency of Mr. Lyon
Cohen, marke an epoch In the his-
tory of Judalsm én the North Am-
arioan continent ip as much as this
was the first congreas which, as Dr,
Abramowits stated, was reprosenta-
tive not only of the ciaases but of
the masess and of all achools of
ewish thought and elments thut
constitute the Jewish ulation. It
was cssentia s demborntic gath-
sring that presented the Hobrew
people In & Way such as no previeus
congreases have dope The open-
img was delayed to the exient of &n
howur, and for tha* space of Lime
there was a dense pack of human-
ty In the entrance of the hall and
on the staircases, but by 3 o'clock
the hall [teelf was crowded and every
weat cooupled The toplcs that were
Afncussed Included the restoration of
Palestine, the attitude of tho FPeace
‘onference towards e Jews In

Jewish Youths in Rowdy Conflict
with Swazi Gangs

Throo Toronto youths, Charle Bau-
stead (18 years), Jaock Plppy (17

years) and Barl Perrin (21 years), .

have been arrestod on charges of un-
lawful nesembly, as a result of the
rioting at Willowvale Park last
Wednesday night (August 16).

They are alleged to have been the
ones who flaunted the white quilt,
on which a black swastika was om-
dlazoned, from a knoll In the park
~~the act which precipltated six
hours of rloting, and fanned Into
flamo the spark of raclal foeling.

Toronto police state that Boustead
was the one who had provided the
quilt for the demonstration, The
The swastika had been painted on
in Peppy's garage.

Minor disturbanoces hawe beocome
the aftermath of the swagtika riots.
Visitors 1o Conboy Park were
“nazit-ated” when they beheld
swastikas covering the fences.

It 15 now known that OChlef of
Police Draper had been requested by
lotter to provide additional police
protection for the occaslon. This
extra protection was not provided
at Willowvale Park on August 16,
It 48 quite evident that certaln un-
ruly elements in Toronto display the
gwastika emblom purely for purposes
of race-provocation. Nothing else

will account for the “Swazl" gang
making a ball game the centre for
a rlotous fleld fight that only tormin-
ated several hours later, after much
vigible disorderly conduct and opeon
fighting.

"I had been a spectator of the
ball game,” David Fisher of Spadina
Ave, who was admitted to the Tor-
onto Wostern Hospital with scalp
wounds, and was just preparing to
go hoge, when [ was struck over
the head by some fellow who started
to shout 'Hall Hitler"."”

I fought back to the best of my
abllity,” but was knoocked to the
ground and trampled on. A polico
officer pulled mo to my feet and
oscortod me to the edge of the park
and halled a car, which brought
mo here. Peorsonally I think they
ure all & bunch of toughs looking
for a scrap, and here's hoping they
got it—proper,

. . .

An eye-witnesas of the Incident In
which Goldsteln was Injured, made
the statement that “A group of
Gentlle boys were talking about
what they were golng to do to the
Jewlsh boys. Goldstein stepped up to
thom and sadd: 'I'm a Jow, what are
you golng to do about it?* For a
timo the argument was mostly

wordy, with a lot of talk about falr
play and plcking one opponent for
Goldsteln., Then somoebody sald:
“The Jows didn't giwve the Gentllea
fair play, 20 why should we give
him falr piay,’ and then somebods
hit him on the head with a club.*”

Goldsteln, outnumbered five or six
to one, ran about two hundred yards
blood streaming over his white shirt,
before he collapsed,

Rescued by Chum

It was as he collapsed that two
othor youths picked Goldstein up
and ran towards Christie St,, follow-
ed by fifty or sixty who had gather-
ed around.

At the time the polico were on
Bloor 8t, foot constables trying to
clear tho jam of automoblle traffic,
the mounted constablea riding thelr
horses up and down the sidewalk,

“1 had no trouble to amount to
anything,"” Cancelll sald. "“Goldstein
was out cold and I guess the mobd
was afrald of what they had done.
But I tell you I &idn't waste much
time getting him to sheltor.”

Up on the stepa of the Garfleld
home Cancelll was followed by a
crowd and phjyslcal force wns neces-
sary to clear the steps. Mrs, Gars

(Contlnued on page 14)

Old newspaper articles can be primary
sources for historical research
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Sy Villire cartdien an_tlsemltl_c
frangais et nous le gar- attitudes in
o P Y Quebec in
deux pariaits s ens de pon
et S o " N 0 'I' I c E the 1930s
“dre. Le peuple aura son tour.

Jews are not wanted
here in Ste. Agathe, so
scram while the going
is good.
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ok SRR . Case files about Jewish orphans who
R s povt o came to Canada in 1921 testify about
T post-WWI conditions in the Ukraine.

Srom H, Meradman's Arihines




MONTREAL JEWRY

WILL CELEBRATE

The Declaration of a
Jewish Statein Eretz Israel
SUNDAY, MAY 16th, 1948

at 2.30 P.M.

at the

FORUM

St. Catherine St. West and Atwater Ave.

PROMINENT SPEAKERS . MUSICAL PROGRAM

Come and Participate in this Historic Event

ADMISSION FREE Doors open at 1 P. M. -

-9?_———_———————————"/”

AUSPICES OF THE UNITED ZIONIST COUNCIL OF CANADA K'(\

An poster like this
IS evidence of
where and when
an event took
place.
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Primary resources paper:
Interviewing people enced historical
events is an important research method as well.
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ONUMENT NATIONAL
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On JUNE, 9, 1945 MAIOR DUNKELMAN WaS
AWARDED THE DISTINGUSKED
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ON MARcH 51945
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CJC printed this comic book in 1944
to raise Canadian Jewish morale




Meanwhile, mothers
worried about their
children who had
enlisted to fight in the
war.

A PRAYER - 1942

| am alone

My child so far

With the enemy he struggles
With the enemy at war.

Oh God, hear my pleas
My present prayer.
Protect and guard

My battling child.

Should he be meant to be a hero
To best the enemy,

God strengthen his hand..
Destroy the enamy.

And retumn him, he my son
From the battiefront.

His young wife awalts him here
His mother 100, old and frail
Her head is gray.

The young woman
Longs for her man.
In mother's eyes
No tears remain,
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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT

SHOLEM SHTERN

Mount Sinai

Sanatorium

MONTREAL. CANADA
FEBRUARY 28TH, 1915

When doing research in an Archives you can see
different sides of a story and then draw your own
conclusions.




REPORT OF THE LADIES’' AUXILIARY COMMITTEE.

To the Board of Directors of the Mount Sinai Sanatorium.

Gentlemen,—

The Convenor of the Ladies’ Auxiliary, Mount Sinai.

Sanatorium, begs to submit her report for the year ending
December 31st, 1914 :

At a meeting called by the Convenor, the following ladies:
Mrs. I. Friedman, Mrs. Alan J. Hart, Miss Essie Hirsch, Mrs.
J. A. Jacobs, Mrs. H. M, Levine, Hon. See., Mrs, Paul Ogul-
nik and Mrs. Ascher Pierce, agreed to act with her in look-
ing after the necessary clothing for the patients and to visit
the Sanatorium regularly.

Needing funds to commence work, the Committee
decided to ask lady members and friends for dohations, and
the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00) and
articles of clothing, ete., were collected. The amount of
sixty-one dollars and eighty-two cents ($61.82) has been ex-
pended for sweaters, felt boots, heavy underwear and stoek-
ings, leaving a balance on hand of one hundred and eighty-
eight dollars and eighteen cents ($188.18) for future use.
The above articles of clothing, consisting of suits, ete., were
sent to the Sanatorium, distributed to the patients, and were
much appreciated. ‘

Mrs. H. M. Levine and Mrs. C. I, Friedman visited the
Sanatorinum on several occasions and found it in splendid
running order.

The Sanatorium’s Annual Report,
1915

Excerpt from former patient
Sholem Shtern’s memoir-based
book The White House

THE LADIES COME TO VISIT

Sunday.

On the easychairs, patients glumly wait.
From the balcony, eyes look down
toward the flag fluttering near the gate.

Today, everyone's wearing his newest clothes.
There mustn’t be a single crease

in any sheet or pillowcase.

Sufferers, forget your woes!

On the table, in a meticulous row,

place your pen, your paper and your book.
The Ladies Club is coming here

today to take a look.

One lady brings a little basketful of grapes.
‘You won't find tastier any place!

We want to put a smile on every face.

None of us shirk our charity work.

We climb a million steps, and that's the truth,
o bring you chocolate and fruit.

The patients look on mutely,
wrapped in gloom,

and breathe the air, tainted

with the smell of sharp perfume.
Beds aligned in a perfect row.
Bedsheets white as untouched snow.
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In the late 1930s,
many European Jews
o] CRTINIVANHIY
Montreal, seeking
help in Immigrating to
Canada.




January 10th, 1929,

Mro. Maggie Lareson,
217 Seigneurs 5t,,
Montreal,

Dear Mro, Larson:

Ne are free to confess that your letter and
the interost you and youw mother appear to show in
frans Glucksmanm hao moved us to the very depth of
our heart., Unfortumstely, we oould not snawer your
inquiry sooner because your letter was pleced in a
wrong file and we ceome soross it only today.

There is mo doudt that any country would
Jein o good desl by admitting some people like Frans.
It 2o happoms, however, .hat while voioing aympathy,
the world does 1ittle or mothing at all to help in
% congrete feshion, Our own Cameda L8 no exoception.
The immigration laws enforced ia this country do not
soem 10 offer amy chance at the prosent moment o
fagilitnte his entry. Ve oan do no bettar therefore
than keep your letier om file in the hope that the
situntion may change in the Hear future snd enable
us to be of some matorial msaintance.

It goon without saying that we shall be eox=-
condingly glad and happy to communicate the good mows
t0 yYou a0 soon as it comens to hand.

Vory sincerely yours,
JEWISH IMMIGRANT Al1D SOCIZTY OF CANADA.

Exooutive Director.

21162 /L

But JIAS officials had
to report that
Canada’s doors were
closed



However, the Canadian Jewish
also has records of

arrive: a few

nd many more



_IMMIGRATION

'""REFUGEE BOULEVARD"

wisn B olfices of JIAS dhooe on San

Daning the pas yext

s . e And from the JIAS offices a steady
stream of m=n and women files into the
strest, into the p.u}; to spend some time
with their friends. Here they linger the
couple of hours in the sun and within
the shadow of the building they con-
sider their second home

That's how Fletcher's Field and Espla-
nade Avenue have been renamed '‘Re-
fugee Boulevard.” The presence of JIAS

wecoRng .
wane of them

lo the wmees, JIAS o
oy wy pen g with m

w4 mmide yind

Cold winter weather does not deter these JIAS wvisitors..

in that neighborhood (where almost 90
per cent of the newcomers are living)
has changed the normally placid street in-
to a brisk, milling, noisy gathering of
humanity to which Montreal Jewry points
with pride.

But theic centre of attraction is JIAS.
Within its shadows they hover like un-
certain children. And they keep coming;
Sunday after Sunday, week in, week out

Documents in the Jewish Immigrant
Aid Services collection give their

perspective on how new immigrants
adapted to Montreal life.

long after they have moved from the tem-
porary homes found for them by JIAS,
long after they ceased visiting its social
service and  naturalization departments,
even long after they have become natu-
ralized,

For JIAS to them is home. JIAS wat-
ched over them and their faithful Sunday
attendance is a sincere tribute to a good
friend one is loath to abandon,

In the summer there is sunshine end much to talk about,



No “D"-12
The survivor's strife...

| "danced” my way
Through life,

And the dance is called:—
A survivor’s strife;

The melodies were pulsating
With sadness...

A lot of terrible surprises
And sheer madness...

The rhythm unrhythmical,
With disturbing hick-ups,

Robbing freedom

In cruel stick-upsl...

Liberated | found
My way out,

And it's hard for me
To talk more about,

Adam Cutman, Tome VI of Aphortsmos, Abercorn, Quebec

Page “D”

And everyone has their own story... These Holocaust-influenced creations
are by musician/ composer Adam Gutman (a.k.a. George Adams)
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This is a list of archival documents collected at CJC in the 1930s
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SCHELUER., Edmund
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Browse I | 1 - General rules
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P0136

SCHEUER. Edmund. - 0.1 metres of textual records

Biographical sketch

P0136-EDMUND-SCHEUER.JPG - Edmund Scheuer. Edmund Scheuer was born in Prussia in 1847 He was a
Justice of the Peace in York County in 1905: he was a wholesale jeweller from 1880: he opened first Jewish religious
school in Hamilton. 1872: helped acquire land for a Jewish farm school in Georgetown. Ontaric, 1925, He died in
Torento in 1943

Scope and content
Correspondence sermon. reminiscence Press clippings. Obituaries. Canadian Jewish Farm School 1926-1929
Miscellaneous

Related groups of records: Farm school photo in JCA collection

General note: Maostly originals. press clippings

Start lEre'.'. | d End I Find I Count l Print J

Special databases are now used to describe archival collections.




When archival documents are scanned, one can research them by computer.



Archival research can be done from microfilm as well. This type
of older technology is still useful to researchers today,
especially for reading newspapers.
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Where to find archival documents?

« At home: old photographs, letters

* In the school library?

 Libraries and Archives in your community:
- Alex Dworkin Canadian Jewish Archives
- The Jewish Public Library Archives
- Library and Archives Quebec (BANnQ)
- University libraries



Note: We have a new name

Canadian Jewish Archives | Archives juives canadiennes

Alex Dworkin Canadian Jewish Archives


http://cjarchives.ca/
mailto:archives@cjarchives.ca

And a new address:

Alex Dworkin
Canadian Jewish Archives
Suite 211, 4810 Jean Talon West,

Montreal QC, H4P 2N5

lon W. corner Victoria; garage
ance at 7050 Victoria Ave.)

514-931-7531 ‘é
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Also: - The Montreal Holocaust
Museum
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Search our collections
online:

http://cihn.ca
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