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All of these books used primary sources found in Archives 



Doing research using archives is like assembling a jigsaw puzzle 



What are “archives”? 
The word “archives” can refer to a collection of 

historical records, as well as the place they are 

located (“The Archives”). Archival records are 

primary source documents that have accumulated 

over the course of an individual’s or an 

organization's lifetime. 

 

A document becomes “archival” when it is  

selected for permanent or long-term preservation 

because of its enduring cultural, historical, or 

evidentiary value. Archival documents are normally 

unpublished and almost always unique, unlike 

books or magazines for which many identical 

copies exist. Some archival documents are on 

paper, but they can also be photographs, 

recordings, and other media. Let’s see some 

examples… 



An old map is a primary resource document 



A scrapbook can be a source of  

historical information 



The Joseph family newsletter describes their life in Montreal in 1841 



Diaries donated to Archives can also tell how life was lived in the 

past and how individuals reacted to local and world events. 



Montreal businessman, diplomat  

and Zionist leader Clarence de Sola 

(1858-1920) wrote in his journals 

about Jewish and secular Montreal 

life, as well as world affairs. 



The last year of Clarence de Sola’s diary 

depicts a rapidly modernizing world…  

 

Saturday, 6th September 1919:  

“The monument erected on Fletcher’s 

Field in this city to Sir George Etienne 

Cartier was unveiled this afternoon by the 

Governor General, the Duke of  

Devonshire – the actual act of  unveiling 

was performed by King George V who 

was at Balmoral Castle Scotland today. An 

electrical connection by cable was made, 

between Balmoral and Montreal, and 

connected with the British flag which 

veiled the figure of  Cartier, and at a 

certain agreed-upon moment the King 

pressed a button which sent an electric 

current to the monument and caused the 

flag which veiled it to fall and reveal the 

monument.”  Credit : © David Giral, 2010 (detail) 



Minutes of meetings are important primary sources for historians. 

Many of our early 20th century minute books are written in Yiddish. 



History can be reflected in a sermon: Rabbi de Sola of the Spanish and 

Portuguese congregation speaks of a Montreal cholera epidemic in 1850 

It has pleased the constituted 

authorities of this province to appoint 

today as the occasion for general 

thanksgiving to Almighty God for 

having removed the grievous disease 

with which many parts of Canada 

have been lately visited… 



Old newspaper articles can be primary 

sources for historical research 



Archival 

documents 

provide 

evidence of 

antisemitic 

attitudes in 

Quebec in 

the 1930s 



Case files about Jewish orphans who 

came to Canada in 1921 testify about 

post-WWI conditions in the Ukraine. 



An poster like this 

is evidence of 

where and when 

an event took 

place.  



Primary resources are not only found on paper: 

interviewing people who have experienced historical 

events is an important research method as well. 



A photograph can provide information about an event.. if you look carefully 

 





Perhaps 

some of 

these Beth 

Jacob school 

students from 

the 1940s 

remember 

posing here. 



CJC printed this comic book in 1944 

to raise Canadian Jewish morale 



Meanwhile, mothers 

worried about their 

children who had 

enlisted to fight in the 

war. 



When doing research in an Archives you can see 

different sides of a story and then draw your own 

conclusions. 



The Sanatorium’s Annual Report,  

1915 

Excerpt from former patient  

Sholem Shtern’s memoir-based 

book The White House 



In the late 1930s, 

many European Jews 

wrote to JIAS in 

Montreal, seeking 

help in immigrating to 

Canada. 



But JIAS officials had 

to report that 

Canada’s doors were 

closed 



However, the Canadian Jewish 

Archives also has records of 

Jews who did arrive: a few 

during the war, and many more 

afterwards. 



Documents in the Jewish Immigrant 

Aid Services collection give their 

perspective on how new immigrants 

adapted to Montreal life.  



And everyone has their own story... These Holocaust-influenced creations 

are by musician/ composer Adam Gutman (a.k.a. George Adams) 



This is a list of archival documents collected at CJC in the 1930s 



Special databases are now used to describe archival collections. 



When archival documents are scanned, one can research them by computer. 



Archival research can be done from microfilm as well. This type 

of older technology is still useful to researchers today, 

especially for reading newspapers. 



A reading knowledge 

of Yiddish can be 

helpful if you are 

researching 

Montreal Jewish 

history 



Where to find archival documents? 

• At home: old photographs, letters 

• In the school library? 

• Libraries and Archives in your community: 

  - Alex Dworkin Canadian Jewish Archives 

  - The Jewish Public Library Archives 

  - Library and Archives Quebec (BAnQ) 

  - University libraries 



Note: We have a new name  

Alex Dworkin Canadian Jewish Archives 

http://cjarchives.ca 

archives@cjarchives.ca 

http://cjarchives.ca/
mailto:archives@cjarchives.ca


http://cjarchives.ca 

archives@cjarchives.ca 
 

514-931-7531 

And a new address: 

Alex Dworkin 

Canadian Jewish Archives  

 Suite 211, 4810 Jean Talon West, 

Montreal QC, H4P 2N5  

 
(Jean Talon W. corner Victoria; garage 

side entrance at 7050 Victoria Ave.)  

 

http://cjccc.ca/
http://cjccc.ca/
mailto:archives@cjccc.ca


The Jewish Public Library Archives 

5151 Cote-Ste-Catherine Road 

Montreal 

http://www.jewishpubliclibrary.org/en 

/archives/ - (514) 345-2627 ext. 

3015 

 
Also: - The Montreal Holocaust 

Museum  https://museeholocauste.ca /  

http://www.jewishpubliclibrary.org/en�/archives/
http://www.jewishpubliclibrary.org/en�/archives/
http://www.jewishpubliclibrary.org/en�/archives/
http://www.jewishpubliclibrary.org/en�/archives/
http://mhmc.ca/


http://cjhn.ca 

Search our collections  

online: 

http://cjhn.ca/


Let some archival 

documents bring 

your history 

research to life! 
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