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Introduction 



FROM THE JOSEPH FAMILY 

NEWSLETTER, WRITTEN IN 

MONTREAL, 1841 

 

... (2) “What shall I do with myself on the 

night Friday 31 December? A grand Ball is 

to be given in the hotel where I reside — 

14 steps separate my room from the Ball 

Room. After worshipping as usual might I 

not walk down the few steps and enter the 

Ball Room instead of or as well as sit shut 

up in my Room listening to the Band?  

I would leave Town if it were not to pay 

visits New Year’s day.” 

The above question has been rather 

abruptly put to us by a distinguished 

Israelite in Cowbeck 

— we have had no time to answer it fully 

— one thing however, admits of no doubt; 

he profanes the holy Sabbath day if he 

attend the Ball. “Remember the Sabbath 

day to Keep it Holy” — Let him leave the 

Town — let him do anything rather than go 

to the Ball. — “After worshipping as 

usual”! What a farce! Can he worship with 

sincerity while he knows he is on the point 

of transgressing his Law. 



The last year of Clarence de Sola’s diary 

depicts a rapidly modernizing world…  

 

Saturday, 6th September 1919:  

“The monument erected on Fletcher’s 

Field in this city to Sir George Etienne 

Cartier was unveiled this afternoon by the 

Governor General, the Duke of  

Devonshire – the actual act of  unveiling 

was performed by King George V who 

was at Balmoral Castle Scotland today. An 

electrical connection by cable was made, 

between Balmoral and Montreal, and 

connected with the British flag which 

veiled the figure of  Cartier, and at a 

certain agreed-upon moment the King 

pressed a button which sent an electric 

current to the monument and caused the 

flag which veiled it to fall and reveal the 

monument.”  Credit : © David Giral, 2010 (detail) 



Cloakworker’s meeting minutes, 1933: “…It was decided to push the slogan of a forty hour week and to abolish piece 

work… the workers should stop working on piece work and bring in a forty hour week only. In that way only could we 

have a work steady instead of working two or three months a year at breakneck speed and be unemployed the rest of 

the year. (Brother) Hendler speaks in Jewish. Asks why all capmakers didn’t come to the meeting”… 



History can be reflected in a sermon: Rabbi de Sola of the Spanish and 

Portuguese congregation speaks of a Montreal cholera epidemic in 1850 

God’s Mercy and Judgment - Sermon 

preached on Thanksgiving Day for 

the departure of Cholera on Thursday 

3rd January 1850. 

______ 

It has pleased the constituted 

authorities of this province to appoint 

today as the occasion for general 

thanksgiving to Almighty G-d for 

having removed the grievous disease 

with which many parts of Canada 

have been lately visited… 



Name: Chana Simack 

Age: 11 

Where is the orphan now?  Rovno 

Father: Yosef 

Cause of death: Shot by a stray bullet during 

fighting (1915) 

Mother: Frima 

Cause of death: Shot by a stray bullet during 

fighting (1916) 

How many children in the family?  2 

With whom are the children now? One child 

in the orphanage in Zalischick 

Is the guardian willing to separate the 

children to different families? …. 

This form about a Jewish orphan who came to Canada 

from the Polish Ukraine in 1921 testifies to post-WWI 

conditions there. (Translated and reproduced with the 

family’s permission.) 



Look closely: both men 

and women were 

delegates at the 1919 

founding of CJC. 



The Sanatorium’s Annual Report,  

1915 

Excerpt from former patient  

Sholem Shtern’s memoir-based 

book The White House 



But JIAS officials had to report that Canada’s doors were closed 

In the late 1930s, many 

European Jews wrote to JIAS 

in Montreal, seeking help in 

immigrating to Canada. 
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